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STORY OF TWO HUNDRED FISHERMEN 


Fifty years ago two hundred fishermen on the 
Oregon shore of the Columbia estuary resolved to 
can the Royal Chinok they caught in their nets. 


These fishermen were the founders of our 
company. They organized The Union Fishermen’s 
Cooperative Packing Company in 1896 in order to 
assure themselves a fair return for their fish and to 
provide the consuming public the best in canned 
salmon. 


This cooperative enterprise was established in 
troubled times. The future of the industry appeared 
uncertain. Our founders risked their savings and 
their labor, convinced that their undertaking would 
succeed because it would give the fishermen a just 
return for his salmon and it would offer to the con- 
sumer a fine product. 


Fishermen had just ended a disastrous strike 
against fish prices they deemed too low. In the 
thirty years of salmon canning on the Columbia up 
to 1896, inferior fish had been sold to the public 
under the fancy spring Chinook label. It was the 
fishermen who paid the ultimate cost of debasing 
the Royal Chinook label because the public lost 
confidence and was unwilling to pay the premium 
price for the best of salmon. 


Leaders Were Top Fishermen 


Associated in the establishment of The Union 
Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing Company were 
far-sighted men who had the general welfare of 
the Columbia’s great industry at heart. Among 
these leaders was Sofus Jensen, secretary of the 
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Columbia River Fishermen’s Protective union in 
1896. He was also the leading spokesman for con- 
servation of fisheries resources in which he was 
aided by fishermen, the public and broad-minded 
packers. 


On October 12, 1896, inspired promoters of 
this fishermen’s hope for a better day on the Col- 
umbia proposed to incorporate under the name of 
The Union Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing Com- 
pany and elected the following as incorporators: 
Sofus Jensen, Anton Christ, Ole B. Olsen, J. W. 
Angberg and Anton Bang. 


The charter members on January 8, 1897, 
elected as their first board of directors Charles Wil- 
son, Sofus Jensen, John Ostrom, Ole B. Olsen, J. B. 
Nice, A. E. Minard, Anton Christ, J. W. Angberg 
and Matt Raistakka. 


Charles Wilson Made President 


J. B. Nice, the first president of the Columbia 
River Fishermen’s Benefit Aid Society, was named 
president of the board, but was soon succeeded by 
Charles Wilson. Mr. Nice was unable to attend 
meetings. Mr. Jensen was named manager and 
secretary. Frans Kankkonen, architect and builder 
of the company’s cannery, became cannery sup- 
erintendent. 


With their savings for capital, our founders 
entered into the highly competitive and well-fin- 
anced salmon packing industry of the Columbia. 
On January 16, 1897, the company purchased the 
site for the cannery and made preparations for 
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erecting the plant, which was approximately 50 by 
200 feet. Building of the net racks, except for pile 
driving, was done without charge by stockholders. 
They received $1.50 a day working on the cannery. 


They were eager and capable craftsmen. Many 
had been brought up in Scandinavia and Finland 
where they had learned trades under masters. All 
were imbued with the cooperative movement then 
taking root in western Europe. They had acquired a 
practical understanding of what it means to run a 
cooperative business successfully. 


Founders Loyal To Cooperatives 


The cooperative structure of our company ap- 
pealed to them. Each fisherman received, not so 
much for each fish he delivered, but his share of 
the company’s proceeds. Hence strikes for higher 
fish prices were hoped to be eliminated. In time 
stockholders retired and many have died, and non- 
members joined the company’s fishing fleet, but 
much of the cooperative spirit remains. 


Active in the new cannery were the oustand- 
ing fishermen on the Columbia. Mr. Wilson, the 
president, had been a boat builder in Kokkola, Fin- 
land, before he came to Astoria in 1880. An out- 
standing gillnetter, he built fishing boats and can- 
nery tenders during the winters. He improved the 
design of the sailing gillnet boat, making it more 
seaworthy in the hazardous bar fishing. He served 
as president until ill health forced him to retire on 
January 26, 1915. During this same period of the 
company’s vigorous growth, his brother, Frans 





Ni { Sig ei 
By i a %3 re Nee ak, Triste 


7 
st 4 


Lui fttay ie aed s = A ON 
ae At ay po rrunn 


_ 


va D 


» 


a a Een 
se cere WA Lrg 


THE COMPANY’S CANNERY 


Kankkonen was with the company as superintend- 
ent and later, manager. 


Among the two hundred founders of our com- 
pany were men who knew the new art of canning 
salmon. Frank Norberg was the first salmon cook, 
a particularly responsible and painstaking job in 
pioneer days of the industry. 


J. W. Angberg, who promoted the formation 
of the company, had broad experience in cannery 
operation and held various positions in the plant 
until he became superintendent. He remained in 
our employ until retiring on February 8, 1932. An- 
berg served as second and first vice president of 
the corporation. In July 1906, he resigned as di- 
rector to become refrigeration engineer, another 
difficult task in the infancy of cannery refrigera- 
tion. 


Fisherman Tom Nelson Busy 


The patriarch of Columbia river packers to- 
day, Tom Nelson was a charter member and an 
early fisherman of the company. He was secretary 
from January 3, 1901, until he resigned on Janu- 
ary 22, 1906. He returned as manager in January 
1914 and directed the packing operations of the 
firm through the First World War and post war 
period until his resignation on February 15, 1921. 


It was a proud moment to our founders on 
the morning of April 11, 1897, when one hundred 
ninety one sailing gillnet boats tacked in to the 
new cannery, loaded with salmon. Packing of fish 
was done mostly by Chinese, furnished by a labor 


contractor who received thirty-four cents for talls 
and thirty-nine cents for flats. Satisfied with their 
treatment, a few Chinese remain with the company 
today. 


Cannery machinery was of pioneer type. Most 
of the work was still done by hand. Cans were run 
through solder machines for sealing. Since 
vacuum machines had not been invented, the cans 
were hected in retorts and the steam was released 
by punching holes in the tops. Then the tops were 
sealed again with solder. 


“Gillnetters Best’’ Label Born 


Quality of the new cannery’s pack and its high 
standard of grading salmon aided in marketing its 
product despite aggressive competition. In 1902 
the company first had regular brokers. A part of 
the first pack was offered for sale to Everding & 
Farrell of Portland, Ore., and The Manchester Co- 
operative Wholesale System of Manchester, Eng- 
land. One carload was consigned through the As- 
toria Savings bank to Chicago. 


For the second season, two labels, ‘’Gillnetters 
Best’’ and ‘’Cooperators Best,’’ were purchased. 
They have established themselves in the trade as 
leading brands of the finest Columbia river salmon. 
Later, as the company’s production increased, new 
labels were adopted, such as ‘Golden Anchor,” 
“‘Merito,”’ ‘Southern Beauty,”’ “’Oceanic,’’ ‘’Orb,”’ 
“Lantern,” “Lex,” “Governor,” “Lightship,”” ‘’Sex- 


SOFUS JENSEN 
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tant,’ and additional labels for other than fancy 
grades. 


Well established and assured of a market, the 
company on April 29, 1899, announced its prices 
for the season’s pack, talls at $1.25, flats, $1.40, 
and halves, $.80. By 1902, the company had for 
brokers in New York, Turle & Skidmore, and in 
San Francisco, Calif., the early center of salmon 
brokerage, C. W. Pike & Company, J. K. Ormsby & 
Company, and Griffith Durney Company, and in 
Chicago, T. J. O'Bryne & Company. 


The Union Fishermen's Cooperative Packing 
Company's broker in New York now is Haviland & 
Boyce, which is the continuation of the brokerage 
firm of Turle & Skidmore, A. B. Villaplait Comp- 
any, David Hunt & Company and Haviland & 
Boyce. Since February 14, 1905, H. J. Blodgett 
Company has been the company’s broker in Boston. 


First Stenographer Welcomed 


In the first several seasons, the entire work of 
conducting the corporation’s business, fell upon 
the manager and secretary. They swept out the of- 
fice as well. 


Miss Frances Norberg is remembered at the 
Union Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing Company 
gratefully for relieving Mr. Nelson, manager at the 
time, and Mr. Anet, secretary, of some of the du- 
ties of handling the company’s affairs. She was 
the first woman employe in the office. 


TOM NELSON 
EARLY MANAGER 








UPPERTOWN STATION 
BUILDING 


The office has grown. Mrs. Ellen Sarpola 
is secretary to the manager. Miss Ellen Tahkola 
looks after the fishermen’s ledger, Mrs. Jenia Jen- 
kins, fish ledger and fish receipts, and Mrs. Sylvia 
Langham is secretary to the cannery superintend- 
ent. Mrs. Lempi Niemi is in charge of accounts 
receivable and accounts payable. 


For the past ten years Ralph Kaarle, the com 
pany paymaster, has signed the company’s checks. 
Among new employes is Bill Hummasti, timekeeper. 


Receiving scows for our fishing fleet were 
early stationed at Jetty Sands, Sand Island, Point 


ALDERBROOK STATION 
WAREHOUSE 


Ellice, Tongue Point and Frankfort. At present 
the company has receiving scows at Jetty Sands, 
Point Ellice, Svensen, Brownsport and Tenas Illihee 
Island. In 1904 our fishermen began changing 
over from sail to power boats. A 600-gallon fuel 
tank was installed at the cannery dock in 1909 for 
accommodation of fishermen. 


Our company early looked after the needs of 
its gillnet fishermen. They brought in all its salmon 
until the time of the First World War when trollers 
began to deliver salmon to us. Receiving stations 
on the Columbia were erected. In January 1900, 


ORIGINAL STOCKHOLDERS ATTENDING THE 1945 ANNUAL MEETING, FIRST ROW LEFT TO RIGHT, PETER SUO- 
MELA, HILDA SAARINEN WHOSE HUSBAND, THE LATE CHARLES SAARINEN WAS AN ORIGINAL STOCKHOLDER, FRED 
JUNTTI, ALBERT NIKKA, FRED NIEMELA, CHRIS DALLS, ALEX YRELL; SECOND ROW, CHARLES LAITY, VICTOR O. CARL- 
SON, THOMAS NELSON, ALFRED JURMA, HENRY TOIKKA, ARVID NIEMI AND SAKRI LOPAKKA. 








THE ‘““WESTWIND” LEAVING 
CANNERY STATION 


property at the foot of Thirty-first street was pur- 
chased for a storage warehouse, net racks and a 
receiving station. Later these facilities were en- 
larged. 


In the third year The Union Fishermen’s Co- 
operative Packing Company started mild curing 
salmon, a major phase of Astoria’s fisheries when 
salmon were abundant. Secretary Jensen sailed for 
Europe, negotiating for business connections and 
made arrangements with L. Ritz & Company of 
Hamburg for selling pickled as well as frozen fish. 


SMITH PT. WAREHOUSE 
AND BUNKHOUSE 


Construction of a cold storage building of 
1200 tons capacity was authorized by the board of 
directors on September 14, 1903. Alex Yrell, a 
charter member, was engaged as salmon splitter 
and later as cold storage superintendent. Already 
the company had shipped on July 13, 1903, fifty 
tierces of salmon and six tierces of salmon heads 
to buyers in Helsinki. Frithiof Kankkonen, young- 
est of the three brothers, supervised building of the 
cold storage which was provided with a sharp 
freezer which brought the temperature down to 
ten degrees. Steelhead were glazed. 


DISCUSSING NEW ROCKFISH PRODUCTION OF UNION FISHERMEN’S COOPERATIVE PACKING COMPANY, BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETS, LEFT TO RIGHT, ILO PENTTILA, MATT KORPELA, ANDREW MARKUS, UUNO KOSKELA, SECOND VICE 
PRESIDENT; CARL O. MOBERG, PRESIDENT; CHARLES ANET, SECRETARY; UUNO SJOROOS AND THOMAS JORGENSEN, 
AND ANTON SORENSEN, MANAGER. VICE PRESIDENT NIEMI IS NOT SHOWN IN PHOTOGRAPH. 
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SHREDDED ALBACORE TUNA PACKED BY COMPANY. NEW. U.F.C.P.CO. PRODUCT IN CANNED SMOKED FISH. 





“GILLNETTERS BEST’ AND “COOPERATORS BEST’’ ALBACORE, CHOICE WHITE TUNA OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. 


MUCH OF COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON PACKED BY COMPANY IS SOLD UNDER ITS OWN WELL KNOWN FISH LABELS. 
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“GILLNETTERS BEST’ AND ‘’‘COOPERATORS BEST’’ PRODUCTS, CANNED SALMON, ALBACORE TUNA AND SHAD ROE, 
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HAND-PACKED, FRESH COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON, DISTRIBUTED WIDELY UNDER COMPANY‘’S OWN POPULAR LABELS. 


NEW PRODUCT, SMOKED GILLNETTERS BEST SALMON. FLAKED ROCKFISH, LATEST SEAFOOD OF U.F.C.P.CO, 
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For storage of fish and for the mild cure pack, 
the new building had a cold room and two storage 
rooms with a temperature of twenty-eight degrees. 
Later the company’s cold storage capacity was 
doubled and recently refrigeration equipment has 
been modernized 


In better years the mild cure pack reached 
1400 tierces. Frans Kankkonen made a trip in 
1904 to Europe in the interest of the mild cure 
trade, opening up new markets in Germany, Hol- 
land, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia. He 
contacted buyers on his return in New York, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago and Sioux City. 


Frans Kankkonen, the cannery’s first super- 
intendent, became manager in April 1902, and 
again assumed superintendency of the cannery in 
March 1903, when the cold storage expansion was 
considered. The office of general manager, which 
eliminated dual contro! of the company’s affairs 
by the manager and superintendent, was establ- 
ished in 1907. Frans Kankkonen was appointed as 
first general manager. He remained general mana- 
ger until he retired in 1913. 


Brokers Established Widely 


Mild cured salmon from the new plant was 
sold in 1905 to K. A. Jensen, in Norway, and Carl- 
son & Weslin, in Sweden. In the following year, C. 
Waldman and The Klevenhusen Packing Company 
bought the company’s mild cured salmon for the 
German market. Our salmon brokers in 1907 in- 
cluded A. B. Villeplait of New York City; T. J. 
O’Bryne & Company of Chicago; Kelly-Clarke of 
Seattle; Cartan-Jeffry of Omaha; H. J. Blodgett & 
Company of Boston; and A. G. Riffell of New Ore- 
leans. 


Charles Anet, secretary of the corporation since 
January 1914, joined the company as bookkeeper 
on April 4, 1903. He has been longer in the ser- 
vice of the company than any other employe. Mr. 
Anet went to Europe on leave from his position 


in 1908. In Hamburg he examined twine manu- 
facturing, which was of much interest to fishermen. 


In the years immediately prior to the First 
World War, The Union Fishermen’s Cooperative 
Packing Company extended its operations to the 
Coast, Grays Harbor and up the Columbia river. A 
cannery and cold storage, built in Wheeler, Ore., 
were operated through the war and sold in 1921. 
A new office and supply room were built in Astoria. 
For kippering salmon, the company constructed a 
smoke house, also in Astoria. 


The Union Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing 
Company financed the Fishermen's Cooperative 
Packing Company at Aberdeen, Wash., and built 
a warehouse at South Bend, Wash. Our fishermen 
from the Columbia took their boats for fall fish- 
ing in the Chehalis river. A receiving station was 
provided on Puget island. 


Fish Launches Constructed 


The expansion continued. In 1912, the com- 
pany purchased fall salmon from the Tillamook 
Ice & Cold Storage Company. The company bought 
salmon on the Rogue river during the next year. It 
financed the Umpqua Cooperative Packing Com- 
pany to put up mild cured salmon. When the war 
began in 1914, the company was buying fish in Bay 
City, Ore., and three years later financed packing 
of salmon for the Gerttula Nyman Cooperative. 


The launch Globe, taken over from the Fish- 
ermen’s Cooperative Packing Company in 1914, 
sailed for the Columbia to join the company’s Inde- 
pendence |, built in 1897, and the Independence 
Il, built in 1910, both at Wilson Boat Shop. Early 
skippers were Tim Christ, Harry Olsen and Tom 
Hihnala. The present skipper of Independence || 
is Matt Wilson, with the company since 1923. Wil- 
liam Hendrickson, skipper of the Globe, joined 
the company since 1916. 


Machinery for making sanitary cans was pur- 
chased by the company in 1912. Charles Stellright, 


AUGUST J. MATTSON, WORKING ON HIS NET AT CANNERY, WHILE YOUNG FISHERMEN, ARVI SEVERSON AND MARTIN SEVERS 
ON. JOHN JOHANSEN, AT THE RIGHT, TAKES TIME OUT FOR PHOTOGRAPHING BIG FISH. AT THE OARS IS HIS SON, RALPH TOHANSEN. 





who had been employed to install the equipment 
and supervise can making, became foreman of the 
machine shop when it was enlarged in 1914, a posi- 
tion he hela until he resigned in 1943. Herman 
Nyman, coming to the can shop with Mr. Stellright, 
looked after can making and took charge of the 
machine shop upon Mr. Stellright’s resignation. The 
company has a new modern machine shop today, 
built in 1945. 


Mr. Potreck Came To Stay 


Edward Potreck who was engaged to take 
care of the early cannery machinery on April 22, 
1907, is still today looking after the machinery, 
which is now of the latest design. 


Management of the company returned to the 
Kankkonen family on February 10, 1921, when 
Frithiof Kankkonen, who had supervised construc- 
tion of the cannery and cold storage at Wheeler, 
was named manager. The Aberdeen operations 
were closed and sold on September 29, 1922 in the 
short period of adjustment after the war. A sta- 
tion was erected at Mayger in 1927 and a ware- 
house for fishermen at Brownsmead. 


No crisis in the history of the industry com- 
pares with that brought on by the collapse of the 
stock market in 1929. The only investment that 
paid dividends for the company during the depres- 
sion was the conservative management of its af- 
fairs in preceding years. 


Company Rode Out Depression 


Refusing to weaken the tumbling market, the 
company held its 1931, 1932 and 1933 packs in 
warehouses. 


Thousands of cases were stacked in the Taylor 
warehouse. In 1932, fancy Chinook sold for $1.25 
a dozen; near fancy, $.75 a dozen, and kippered 
salmon at nine cents a pound. In the wake of these 
prices came the strike of 1933, which was settled 


at eight cents a pound for salmon, two cents above 
the 1932 price. 


Three young men in the company at this time 
were Arne Juola, long familiar with canning, who 
was appointed cannery superintendent on Septem- 
ber 1, 1935, upon the retirement of Mr. Angberg; 
Edward Poysky, sales manager, who was engaged 
in 1933; and Alex Sarpola, for years with the com- 
pany, who today is in charge of the fishermen’s de- 
partment and has held various positions in the 
past. Juola has been with the Union Fishermen’s 
Cooperative Packing Company for 30 years. He 
started to work as an elevator operator in 1917, 
then went onto the second floor can factory, and 
finally ‘‘worked’’ his way downstairs. 


New Plant Built For Albacore 


Canning of tuna in the company’s new tuna 
plant, whose construction Manager Kankkonen 
supervised, began in 1938 and developed into an 
important part of the company’s fish production. 
In 1945 this plant proved practical for cleaning and 
packing of rockfish in which The Union Fisher- 
sath Cooperative Packing Company has taken a 
ead. 


Sons of the founders, who learned to fish in 
their fathers’ boats, today are leading fishermen of 
The Union Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing Com- 
pany. Among early gillnetters, a number now dead, 
whose sons fish for the company today, are Victor 
Carlson, son V. O. Carlson; J. P. Matta, son Carl: 
Abram Erickson, son Wayne; John Jackson, sons, 
Alex and Ed; Andrew Kantola, sons, Toivo and 
Rudy. 


Among later fishermen who have sons fishing 
for the company, are Matt Korpela, sons, Emil, 
IImari and Wilho, and grandsons, Eldon and Bill 
Korpela; Kalle Koskela, son Uuno Koskela, who is 
second vice president of the corporation. 


Axel Kaleva, who fished for the company in 
1901, put in his forty-fifth season on the Columbia 


: Y IN ASTORIA, ORE- 
NEATLY CLAD, WHITE-GLOVED WOMEN FILLERS PACK FISHERMEN JOHANSENS’ BIG FISH AT THE COMPANY CANNER ; 
GON. HELEN JOHNSON IS DREAMING OF FINE CANNED SALMON AS SHE ASSISTS ALAN NILSSON AND DONALD PERRY CASE CANS. 








WALLACE FISH STATION 
NEAR CLATSKANIE 


in 1946. And Fred Niemela, boatpuller for Mr. 
Wilson in 1898, is still gillnetting and plans to get 
a new boat. 


Despite difficulties in obtaining material and 
labor during the Second World War, the company 
proceeded with building of a warehouse and re- 
ceiving station at Rainier, Ore., for its middle river 
fishermen. 


Through the years that The Union Fisher- 
men’s Cooperative Packing Company has held an 
important place in the industrial life of this com- 
munity, its control has largely remained in the 
hands of the men who caught the salmon that its 
cannery processed. 


President of the board of directors from Jan- 
uary 26, 1915, when Charles Wilson resigned, until 
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MAYGER FISH STATION 
NEAR CLATSKANIE 





1920, was Andrew Olsen. J. E. Penttila, became 
president in 1921 and held the position until 1924. 
An original stockholder, he was second vice presi- 
dent from 1925 to 1927. A director since 1921, 
Arvo Niemi, has served four year as second vice 
president and for 11 years as first vice president. 


The present president of the board of direc- 
tors, C. O. Moberg, who is superintendent of Col- 
umbia Hospital in Astoria, has been second vice 
president for two years, first vice president for two 
years, and president of the board for seven one- 
year terms. He fished many seasons for the com- 


pany. 


Anton Sorensen, present manager, who was 
appointed auditor of the corporation on Jan- 
uary 26, 1914 and held that position until February 
5, 1934, has been vice president for two terms and 


UUNO KOSKELA 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT 











WILLOW GROVE STATION 
NEAR LONGVIEW 


president for ten years. During all these years he 
gillnetted for the company until his appointment as 
manager in 1945. Mr. Sorensen has been for years 
city commissioner in Astoria. 


Uuno Koskela, one of Union Fishermen’s Co- 
operative Packing Company’s leading gillnetters, 
has been second vice president of the board for 
eight years. Henry Reinikka, has served as director 
since 1937. llo Penttila, became a director on Feb- 
ruary 21, 1944 and is on the board today. Another 
veteran gillnetter, Charles Laity has been a director 
for six terms until February 7, 1921 and from Feb- 
ruary 4, 1929 to the present time has been an 
auditor of the corporation. Andrew Markus, who is 
on the present board, has been director for 14 
years. An original stockholder, Henry F. Toikka 
has served as director at various times. 


EDWARD POYSKY 
THE SALES MANAGER 





ANTON SORENSEN 
GENERAL MANAGER 





REBUILT STATION 
AT RAINIER 


For the past 20 years, Matt Korpela, himself 
a fisherman with sons and grandsons fishing for 
the company, has been on the board. Charles Mar- 
kow, a director from 1916 to 1926, served four 
terms as second vice president, and eight terms 
as vice president. 


It is recalled in the review of the company’s 
careful management of business in the days before 
the stock market crash of 1929 that a bit of per- 
haps justifiable extravagance was tolerated on the 
thirtieth anniversary of the organization. Cigars 
were authorized to be furnished the stockholders, 
but when the meeting was called, there was nothing 
to pass around to the women members. None had 
been expected present. 


In the first lavish gesture of the stockholders, 


CHARLES ANET 
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ARNE JUOLA, CANNERY SUPERINTENDENT, MEETS WITH SUPERVISORS, LEFT, VIC URELL, COLD STORAGE, WILLIAM 
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HUMMASTI, TIME KEEPER, LYDIA ROSENBERG, TUNA FLOOR, JUOLA, AND SYLVIA LUNDHOLM, SALMON FLOOR. 


the women members were voted a dinner, which 
grew into a banquet. In charge of this affair, held 
at the Hotel Astoria on February 7, 1927, were 
Henry F. Toikka, Anton Sorensen and Thomas Nel- 
son. All stockholders were invited. A. W. Norblad, 
the company’s attorney, served as toastmaster. 


Direction of The Union Fishermen’s Coopera- 
tive Packing Company by management brought up 
in the fishing industry has given the firm practical 
leadership through the various trying changes in 
the competitive enterprise of processing and mark- 
eting fisheries products. 


The company has been alert to the problems 
rising from decline in fish runs of the Columbia. 


ALEX SARPOLA 


HERMAN NYMAN 
MACHINE SHOP FOREMAN 


It has been devoted to conservation measures and 
its fishermen have taken deep interest in develop- 
ment of scientific hatchery programs. Biological 
studies have been strongly recommended as a 
means of rehabilitating fish runs and maintaining 
those that have survived the modern hazards to 
fish life rising from pollution, irrigation and con- 
struction of dams without provision for adequate 
escapement. 


The Union Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing 
Company has supported general research in the 
preparation of new fisheries products which has 
opened up the utilization of the bottom fishery at 
a time when the annual salmon catch of the Col- 
umbia has fallen off. 


EDWARD POTRECK 
CANNERY MECHANIC 
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CLERICAL FORCE AT MAIN OFFICE IN ASTORIA, FROM LEFT, MRS. ELLEN SARPOLA, MRS. LEMPE NIEMI, MRS. JENIA 
JENKINS, MRS. SYLVIA LANGHAM, RALPH KAARLE AND ELLEN TAHKOLA, WORKING AFTER MORNING COFFEE AN’, 


Able research in new procedures for proces- 
sing bottom fish has been undertaken by Seafoods 
Laboratory in Astoria. This work has been under 
the competent direction of Dr. E. W. Harvey, head 
of the new laboratory. The company has been as- 
sociated in the joint support of this worthwhile in- 
stitution and has cooperated in rendering what- 
ever assistance it could in the field. 


Aided by the work of the laboratory, The 
Union Fishermen’s Cooperative Packing Company 
was able to proceed rapidly in the canning of rock- 
fish, which is processed differently than either 
tuna or salmon. Once more the company has pro- 
duced a superior product, which is of vital import- 


AL PENTTILA 
CANNERY RECEIVER 


ie 


ARNE JUOLA 
CANNERY SUPERINTENDENT 


ance to the bottom fishery since it must have an 
adequate outlet for its large catch. 


The past fifty years have claimed many of 
our founders. Those who survive have the satis- 
faction of realising that faith in common effort 
and a fine product has been justified. 


For an enterprise built up by 200 fishermen, 
our company has done well. Since its incorporation 
it has paid stock dividends of $343,184.51 and fish 
profits of $660,354.36. 


And loyalty to the traditions of our founders 
promises to pay dividends in the future as it has 
done in the past. 


ELDON NIEMI 
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